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Behold the Lamb of God which taketh 
away the Sin of the World. 


XX UR Saviour calls John the Baptiſi one 
0 M of the greateſt of the Prophets, and 
that, no doubt, not only on Account 


K of his abſtemious Life and Renunciation 
of the World, or becauſe he was a Martyr for the 
Sake of his Teſtimony, but becauſe he, of all the 
goodly Company of the Men of God, was the only 
one who ſurvived till the dawnof the Days of the Son 
of Man, and ſaw the Lord in Fleſh. Other Pro- 
phets and holy Perſons, ſince the Beginning of the 
World, had the Favour to ſee in Spirit the King- 
dom and Redemption of Chriſt, but they ſaw afar 
off, and though they knew God would ſurely viſit 
and redeem his People, and publiſhed the glad Ti- 
dings to all who mourned in Zion, or looked for 
Salvation in I/rael; and though they were per- 
ſuaded of his Incarnation, or, as they termed it in 
their Predictions, his tabernacling among us, though 
they foreſaw how, by his Death, he would aboliſh 
Death, and by his Sufferings heal the Hurt of his 
People, and ſave the World, and could die in this 
Faith rejoicing ; yet none among them had the 
Honour to ſee him like John, or to be able to ia 


boldly, while he could point to him, That is _ | 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the Sin of 
the World.” g | 
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John Baptiſi had been inſpired with the Holy 
Ghoſt in his Mother's Womb, and had fo early 
leaped for Joy at the Approach of his Lord, God 
and Maſter, who was then newly conceived in the 
Virgin Mary. He had retired early into the De- 
ſart, convinced of his high Errand to proclaim the 


— 


Coming ſof the Lord, and to prepare his Way. He 


had baptized the Inhabitants of many Countries to 
Repentance, and ſet them upon expecting one 
reater than himſelf, preaching that they ſhould 


believe on him who was then _— them, but 
Z 


not yet manifeſted, who ſhould baptize with the 
Holy Ghoſt, whoſe Shoes Latchet he confeſſed 
'he was not worthy to ſtoop down and unlooſe; but 
all this while he was not ſure if his Couſin, the 
Son of Mary, was he, till at his Baptiſm in Jor- 
dan, and then the Holy Spirit deſcended upon Jeſus 
in Form of a Dove, while a Voice from Heaven 
aſſured the Baptiſt, This is my beloved Son, in 


whom 1 am well pleaſed,” Till this Time John 
bad many Diſciples, who, with himſelf, waited for 


the Meſſiah to be revealed; but now 7ohn pointed 
dim out to all his Converts, ſaying, * Behold the 
Lamb of God !“ ſee the Lamb God has prepa- 


red to be offered for the Sins of the World. Ye 


have hitherto read the Law, and been preſent at 
the Sacrifices, and at the Morning and Evening 
Oblation : ye. have known with what Solem- 
nity the Beaſts have been appointed to be lain 
on the Days of Atonement, and heard your 
Fathers tell how after the ſame Manner they 
offered their Goats and Lambs for four Thouſand 
Years : Behold now the true Lamb! all the 
Reſt were the Patterns, but this is the Sub- 


ttance, The others were but Shadows, and were 
| the 
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the Gifts and Offerings which Men made out of 
the beſt of their Flocks upon the Altars of God 
but this is the Lord's own Lamb, this is the Lamb 
which he prepared, and the Body which he or- 
dained to be. offered once for all, Behold him, 
turn from every other Sacrifice, and expect your 
Help and Atonement, and Forgiveneſs from this 
Lamb. He ſhall take away the Sin of the World. 
Thus the Diſciples of John underſtood it, and they 
left him and followed Jeſus, . | 


The whole Goſpel is included in the Declara- 
tion of John; and by him, God the Holy Ghoſt has 
begun, and continues to exhibit and ſet forth the 
Son as the Lamb, whoſe Death hath aboliſhed Sin 
and taken it away, teaching Sinners to look to 
him and be ſaved. Thus the Prophets had, in their 
Meaſure, preached him, and-all the Scriptures ſet 
forth Remiſſion of Sin, in this Man's Name and in 
no other. All the divine Miſſionaries have, in other 
Words, more or leſs plain, declared that he takes 
away Sin, and finiſhes Iniquity, and that to him 
every one muſt look, and all Fleſh come, who 
would be ſaved. _ 


Three Things eſpecially are contained in the 
Text, namely, the Character of Jeſus Chriſt; his 
Office; and the] Way to be ſaved by him. Of theſe, 
let us think a little, and learn rightly to eſteem 
that ſacred Perſon, whom John, in the Text, and 
whom all the Scriptures preach alone. 


The Firſt Thing to be conſidered is, his Cha- 
rater: The Lambof God. John the Baptiſt was not 


the firſt who thus names the Saviour, for Maſes in 
SERM. VI O 
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his dark Manner had preached him as a Lamb, 
throughout the Law, and even the Fathers had 
thus offered Lambs as Shadows of him, fran the 
Days of Abel. Jſaiab had ſaid, He ſhall be led as 
a Lamb to the Slaughter; and again, Send the 
Lamb to the Ruler of the People: But after John 
had called bim a Lamb, the Apoſtels, through the 
ſame Spirit, ſpeak of him under that Name. St. 
Peter ſays, Ye were redeemed with the precious 
Blood of Chriſt, as of a Lamb without Blemiſh 


and without Spot.” St. Paul calls him, our Paſſover, 


cur Paſchal Lamb, ſacrificed for us. Thus St. 
Philip preached him to the Eunuch; and St. John the 
Evangelift, who had feen him in his Glory, and 


well knew what Name beſt ſuited him, who is 


not aſhamed to appear in Heaven as a Lamb that 
has been flain, in his whole Book of the Revelation 


calls him the Lamb, the Lamb that was ſlain. 


There could be given many Reaſons wherefore 
the Name of the Lamb fo becomes our Saviour: 


' Firſt, becauſe of his Innocency, his being harm- 


leſs and meek; for as the Lamb is without any 
Thing of the Fury, Poiſon, or ravenous Diſpoſition 


of other Animals, ſo that the leaſt Child is not 
afraid to approach it, er the maſt timorous to be 
where it is; ſo Jeſus is of ſuch a tender Lamblike 
Diſpofttion and Nature, that the moſt affrigbted 


and fearful Soul may approach him, and come 


into his Preſence without Danger. At the Time 


when the Antients looked upon him as a Lion, 


by which Name he was known in Judab, and in 
many Ages, no Wonder that Hezekiah, and others 


ſo trembled before him, and poor Sinners were 
afraid leaſt, as a Lion, he a to 
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Pieces, when there was none to help. But now 
thoſe gloomy Times like Shadows flee away, and 


as Jobn himſelf looked to ſee the Lion of the 


Tribe of Jadab, and behold he ſaw a Lamb, ſo 
all, who approach Jeſus, and apply with Fear and 
Trembling to him, however they may juſtly ex- 
pe to ineet him as a Lion, ſince they are con- 
ſcious of their having ſo grievouſly ſinned and 
offended him, yet they ſhall find he is now a 
Lamb, and now Fury is not in him; he is come 
not to deſtroy Men's Lives but to ſave them; and 


ſuch as are not cruel and Lion-like to themſelves, 


ſhall find nothing in Jeſus but Mercy, and Love, 
and Gentleneſs for ever. 8 


There is another Reaſon why our Saviour's 
Name may well be called the Lamb; for no 
Creature of God is more uſeful than a Lamb, 
their Fleſh is Meat, and their Wool our beft 


Raiment; thus is Jeſus our Meat indeed, the 


only Fleſh that gives Life to the World, and his 


Righteouſneſs the Fleece of the true Lamb which 


can hide Sin, or cover a naked Soul, or dreſs it 
for the King's Marriage- Supper. | 


But the beſt Reaſon = can be given, why the 
Lord delights to be n by his new Name, the 
Lamb, is becauſe from the Beginning of the World, 
Lambs were uſed for the Sacrifices. Lambs were. 
uſed at the Deliverance out of Egypt, and for the 
Conſecration of Prieſts, and for the daily Sacrifice, 


Thus is our Lord Jeſus incarnate called the Lamb, 


by Way of Eminence, as if all the reſt were 
nothing, and unworthy of the Name; he is pro- 
petty the Lamb; the reſt were but faint Figures, 

| ES | and 
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and no Sacrifices which could take away Sin, make 


Peace or atone for our Fall, or avert the juſt Wrath 
of Almighty God, 5 : 


This could only be effected with a better Sa- 
- crifice, and with a better Lamb than Men could 


offer, or preſent to the moſt High. Now, this 
God himſelf found out a Lamb, he prepared a 
Body, and offered up his own eternal Son, his 


© deareſt Lamb, his coeſſential and beloved Child. 


This is the Lamb of God, the Lamb he gave up 
to die in the Room of a ſinful Creature. God will 
have it now known, that his Child Jeſus is the 
very and true Lamb, the Antitype of all Oblations, 


Gifts, Sacrifices and Offerings, and the Fulneſs 


and Subſtance of all whatever the Law or the 


Prophets preached. | 


I come now, of Courſe, into the Office of this 
holy Perſon, which was, to take away the Sins 


Sc A'mighty ſaw eternally through the Inſuffi- 
ciency of all human -Performances, Preſents and 
Attempts to remove Sin,. and too well knew how 


far Sin had reigned over the Earth, and how deeply 


it had flained, poiſoned and corrupted all Fleſh, 
and merited divine Wrath, to propoſe that mere 
Man ſhould make an Amends; he knew, no Blood 


of Lambs, nor all the Offerings under Heaven 


could atone for Iniquity, or make an End of Sin: 
'Wherefore he found a Ranſom, and contriyW 1 
Incarnation and dying of a Lamb that coul it, 


and fave the World. Lo]! 1 come, I faith, 


to [do] thy Will, in the Body which es haſt 
| ee 
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prepared me.“ It was a Secret to many in the 
World, and the more's the Pity, it is a Secret 
ſtil! to ſome Thouſands, how the Sin of the 
World is removed and taken away. Men con- 
feſs it in Words, but O! they thiak little more of 
the Matter; for elſe all would go weary and heavy 


laden with Sins to him, and be Witneſſes that he 


takes away the Sin of the World. I ſhall not 
enlarge much on the Manner of our Lamb's ta- 
king away Sin, becauſe I have done it in other 
Diſcourſes, and becauſe. my Deſign is. to 
more eſpecially on beholding the Lamb: But yet T 
may not altogether paſs over the dolorous Life 
and Journey of Jeſus, when he went out of the 
Gates of Jeruſalem, bearing our Iniquity, to carry 
it into a Land uninhabited, and to ; releaſe the 
_ guilty World. In doing this Work, it became 
him to put on a Nature lower than the Nature of 
Angels, that he might die, who elſe could not die, 
and that in making Atonement, and ſatisfying for 
Sin, he might be capable of ſuffering the utmeft 
of all our Chaſtiſement, Stripes and Judgement; 
and this he did undergo, feel and .endure in his 
own body and Soul, when it pleafed the Lord to 
heap upon his Head, and charge, and lay on him 
the Iniquities of us all. Fhen did it alſo pleaſe: the 
ſame God, even the bleſſed Three. who bear Wit 
neſs in Heaven, the Father, the Son and the Hol 
Ghoſt, to bruiſe and afflict the Well- beloved and 
Innocent Lamb, who now ſtood in the Sinner's 


Place, and willingly bore their Guilt, and be- 


came their Surety, One Man had brought Sin 
into the World and ruined it; and this Man, the 
very Image of the inviſible God, and the only 
bleſſed Perſon in whom God is maniſeſt to Men, 
i | mcexly 
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meekly undertook to take Sin away, and ſet all the 
World to rights, 7; 


4 He was not only treated as a Sinner by Jews 
and Heathen, who attended at or conſented to. his 
Death and Bonds, but God the holy and undivided 
. Trinity ſo condemned and viſited Sin in his Perſon, 
that in Heaven, as well as in Earth, it could have 
been ſaid with equal Propriety, © He was numbered 
with the Tranſgreſſors.“ He was made Sin for us; 


he was a Curſe on our Account, and for our 
Sakes. ; 55 


This was the ſolemn and awful Manner in 
which the Lamb removed the Sin of the Land in 
one Day; thus the Lamb of God took away the 
Iniquity of the World. He ſaw contentedly, all 
„ WwWubatever could be called Sin, in the Sight of Al- 
mighty God, was now laid upon him; and then 
he humbly and like a Lamb ſtood ſilent, and re- 
ſiſted and anſwered not, when the Rewards of Sin 
flowed thick upon him from Hell, from Men, and 
from Heaven. No Blows, Shame, Injury, Pain, 
Reviling, Blaſphemy, Terror, or even helliſh Diſ- 
treſs could make him ſpeak or cry aloud ; he went 
out of the City of Jeruſalem like a Sheep going to 
the Shearer, dumb, and bore his hateful and 
hell-deſerving Load like a Lamb, fo he opened not 
his Mouth. He had took the Debt upon him and 
would pay it; he ſtood Surety for his World, and 
would ſatisfy the Creditor ; he was the Sinner's 
Bondſman, and would be anſwerable far all their 
Guilt, paſt, preſent and to come: And as he was 
the God of Equity, ſo he did Juſtice ; and having 
fulfilled the Law, and made it honourable, he — 
| : mitted 


(1 ] 
mitted meekly and Lamb-likely to its fiery and ter- 
rible, but juſt Sentence, Thus he bought the 
Church ; thus he obtained Pardon, and with 
Righteouſneſs demanded all out of the Poſſeſſion 
of the Enemy of our Souls, and out of the Reach 
of the Thunders and Condemnation of the Law 
and divine Judgment. 


When he had ſtood out the Storm, and languiſh- 
ed on in his Torments *till the laſt Pain and Sor- 
row was inflicted, and till he had drank up all the 
Wrath which remained due, knowing that all 
Things, written of him in the Pſalms, and in the 
Prophets, and in the Law [were fulfilled, Jhe ſunk 
down and died, when he cried with a loud Voice, 
It is finiſned.“ Thus hecarried away all Sin cut of 
the Sight of his heavenly Father, and in his own 
Death ſlew and deſtroyed Sin, Death, and the 
Curſe, and aboliſhed and blotted out the Bills and 
Bonds which were againſt us, and ſo opened a 
Way for us to eſcape out of our Priſon and Chains 
into eternal Life, and into the glorious Liberty of 
the Children of God. Then hung the Lord's A- 
nointed truly like an Enſign in the Air, n the- 
Hills, a Spectacle to Angels and Men, naked and 
wounded, and dead. Behold him, all ye who love 
him! Behold the Man, whoſe Dying faves you |! 
' Behold your King, who bled and ſuffered in the 
Room of his rebellious and guilty Subjects. Be- 
hold your God, who thus humbled himſelf to re- 
deem his Creatures. Behold the Lamb that takes 
away the Sin of the World.“ O may we have our 
Eyes like thoſe in the Synagogue of Nazareth, faſt- 
ned on him; and even after we have viewed him, 


by 
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by Faith, all our Life-time, may we ſee him that 
was ſlain, in Peace and in his Glory for evermore. 


I come now to ſhew what is meant by Beholding 
him, for this is the Way to be ſaved. 


This, as well as his Death and Sacrifice, had 
its Figures under the Old Teſtament; for when 
the Children of rael in the Wilderneſs were ſung 
with Serpents, and. could get no- Cure, but the 
whole Camp were in the utmoſt Diſtreſs; Moſes 
lifted up a Serpent of Braſs, high in the Midſt of the 
Congregation, and preached, that whoſoever ſhould 
be bitten or poiſoned; ſhould look to it and be cu- 
red. Thoſe who lighted this Remedy, died with- 
out Mercy; but as many as raiſed their Eye to the 
Serpent, were immediately healed, ſo that it 
ſtayed the Plague, and eaſed a confuſed and de- 
ſpairing People of all their Pain and Fears. Of 
this cur dear Saviour takes particular Notice, in 
his Converſation with Nicademus: And thus, he ſays, 
<« ſhall the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoſo 
looketh and believeth on him ſhould not periſh, but 
have everlaſting Life.“ Moſes might not make the 
Image of a Man, and put it upon a Croſs, but the 
Likeneſs and Pattern of that naſty Creature which 
had ſtung them; toſignify, that as Sin had ſtung us, 
and been the ſole and only Cauſe of all our inward 
or outward Pain, as well as the Reaſon of all Cala- 
mities and Complaints temporal and eternal, fo Je- 
ſus ſhould be made Sin for us, and be lifted up in 

the ſhameful and loathſome Manner of a Criminal, 

a naked, curſed and defiled Man, from whom all 
hid their Faces; but whoſoever believes in him, 
5 whoſoever 
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whoſoever looks upon him in Faith, and ſees all 
his Sins transferred on his Head and ſtaining his 
Raiment, he obtains Deliverance, the Pains of 
Chriſt eaſes his Heart, his Bonds looſe him and 
let go free, his Cries quiet him, his Wounds heal 
him, his Blood waſhes him from all Sin, his Dying 
breaths eternal Life into him, and his Shame and 
Nakedneſs covers him with the true Wedding- 
Garment; his Curſe bleſſes him, his Condemna- 
tion acquits him, and his Servitude and Slavery 
adopts him a Son and Heir into the Family of the 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords. See firſt, if 
there be any Sorrow like unto his Sorrow, where- 
with he was afflicted for our Sakes, in the Day of 
the Lord's fierce Anger; and then look to him and 
be ſaved ; ** Whoſolooketh on him ſhall not periſh, 
but haveeternal Life.” Thoſe willingly ignorant 
of his Divinity and Merits, who, out of Pride and 
Turkiſh Haughtineſs, ſcorn to apply to him, or to 
bow down at his Feet for Mercy, but chooſe to 
believe in ſome more reaſonable and faſhionable 
Way, are thoſe who, like their Brethren in the 
Wilderneſs whodeſpiſed the brazen Serpentand died, 
muſt periſh; their Blood is upon their Heads, in 
the Sin, in which they have ſinned, they muſt die. 


The Prayer which Solamon made at the Dedica- 
tion of the Temple, muſt not be forgotten in this 
Place, for in no Part of the Old-Teſtament Service, 
was the Looking to Jeſus for ſalvation moredivinely 
ſt forth then there, 


The Temple itſelf was the Shadow of Chriſt ; 
for which reaſon in the Goſpel, he calls his Body 
the Temple; and John, when he ſaw Heaven, 
_* SERM, VI. 1 — * | beheld 
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beheld no Temple in the holy City, of New Fa 
rujalem, but ſays, the Lamb was the Temple there- 
of. All the Nations eſteemed the Temple of Solb- 
mon, as the I hrone of God, and thither the Tribes 
went up as to the Gate of Heaven, to offer Satri=- 
fices, and to ſeek Forgiveneſs, and ſet their Faces 


towards that I emple, when they prayed or made 


their Supplications. Solomon, in his inſpired Inter- 
ceſſion on the ſolemn Feaſt-Day of confecrating the 
Houſe of God, intreats the Lord to hear the Mem 

who ſhall turn from their Sin and make their Prayer 
towards that Place, and to forgive them ; and in 


Caſe of Famine, Peſtilence, Mildew, Locuſt or 


Invaſion of Enemies, in the Time of Sickneſs, or 
when any Man has known the Plague of his own 
Heart, and ſhould ſpread forth his Hands towards 
that Houſe, that God would hear from Heaven 
and forgive; alſo he begs, that if a Stranger, an 
Alien to {/rael, ſhould hear of the Lord who dwell- 
eth in Feruſalem, and ſhould come and pray to- 
wards that Houſe, that God would hearand prant 
all the Deſire of the Stranger; and if his People 
ſhould go out to Ba and ſhould pray towards 
the City, and towaxds the Houſe which was built, 
that he would maintain their Cauſe ; and he cloſes 


this Manner of praying with this moſt remarkable 
Petition: If thy People fin againſt thee, for 


there is no Man that ſinneth not, and thou be 
angry with them, and deliver them to the Ene- 
my, fo that they carry them away Captives unto- 
the Land of the Enemy far or near, yet if they 
ſhall bethink themſelves in the Land, whither they 
were carried Captives, and repent, and make 
Supplication unto thee in the ſtrange Land, fay- 
ing, We have ſinned and done perveiſly, and = 
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mitted Wickedneſs, and ſo return to thee with all 
their Heart, and with all their Soul, and pray un- 

to thee toward the Land, which thou gaveſt to their 
Fathers, the City which thou haſt choſen, and the 
Houſe, which I have built for thy Name; then 
hear thou from Heaven thy Dwelling-Place, their 
Prayer and their Supplication, and maintain their 
Cauſe, and forgive thy People that have ſinned 
againſt thee: And the Lord ſaid, I have head thy 


Prayer.“ | 

Thus Daniel, in the Captivity, opened his Win- 
do and looked toward JFeruſal m, when he made 
bis Prayer; and David, and ſuch as compiled the 
Pſalms, who ſaw in Faith ſomewhat of this Myſ- 
tery, ſaid, I will pray toward thy holy Temple: 
I will look to the Hills, whence coineth my Help.“ 


This looking and expecting Mercy and Delive- 
Tance from the Temple, or, asitis elſewhere called, 
the holy Place of Sion, was not human Inven ion, 
but ordained of the God of 1frae!, to be a Figure 
of the Faith afterwards to be revealed. Now the 
Vail is rent aſunder, and the Apoſtles and Diſci- 
pies of Chriſt have ſpoken plainly, that the Object 


_ © of all our Worſhip, the true Temple, the true 


Place of Help, is Jeſus Chriſt, who was crucified 
on the Hills, and ſet as an Enſign, that the ſcat- 
tered and diſperſed of Mrael, and the Nations of the 
Gentiles might ſeek to him. Let us look to 7%, 
faith the Author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews ; 
and the Prophets, who ſaw before-hand his Salva- 
tion, taught, Look to him and be ye ſaved, all ye 
Ends of the Earth ;” and again, Behold your King; 
and again, They ſhall look upon him whom they 

ff. un ig pierced, 
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pierced, and mourn for him;” and again, Look to 
the Rock whenceyewerehewn;” and again, Turn 
ye to the ſtrong Hold;” and again, As the Eyes of 
a Maiden to the Hand of her Miſtreſs, ſo do our 
Eyes look unto the Lord our God, till he have 
Mercy upon us.“ As the lame Man looked upon 
Peter and John, expecting to receive ſomething from 
them, ſo a Sinner muſt look on Jeſus, and know 
no other can help or relieve him to all Eternity: He 
muſt behold the Lamb. This is the ſweet Goſpel 
of glad Tidings ; when a Soul is oppreſſed, is over- 
loaden and bowed down with Cares, Sin and Fears, 
the Holy Ghoſt bids him behold the Lamb of God, 
This is the Preſcription all true Phyſicians give to 
the Souls under their Care, let their Caſe be what it 
will, however ſad and deplorable, however diſtreſſed 
and tempted, however ſick, tired or faint, how- 
ever hurried, purſued by the Enemy, or Aven- 
ger of Blood, however ſeemingly incurable, look 
to Jeſus ! Behold him ! Behold the Lamb of God! 
thoſe open Arms are extended to embrace you, 
that pained Breaſt was made bare, that you might 
lean there and be comforted, that Croſs of his was 
Taiſed up to ſcreen and fhelter you like a great 
Tree, from the burning Heat of the Wrath of 
Almighty God ; thoſe Wounds are the Cities of 
Refuge, ſet open that you might turn in and be 
ſafe; that reverend Head was bowed down to liſten 
to your Complaint and Sighs, and thoſe dear 
Lips ſtooped to kiſs you, the Blood which runs 
down from all Parts, from Head to Foot, haſtened 
to make a River of Life, that you might drink 
and live for ever, that you might waſh and be 
clean. O go to him, venture near him, ſpread 
your Hands and Hearts towards this * 
4 make 
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make your Prayer towards this Gate of Heaven, 
and apply fearleſs and with truſt, to him who was 
lifted up and ſlain, and you ſhall find Help. But 
are you carried Captive by Sin fo far from him, 
that you cannot come to him? Yet, remember the 
Hills, turn to the Mount Calvary, and make your 
Prayer looking towards Jeſus, deſire him to take 
away your Sin, and he who can do it alone, he . 
who 1s mighty to ſave, he who ſupported the 
whole World's Crimes and bore them away, will 
let you experience what his out-ſtretched Arms, 
his pierced Hands and Almighty Blood can do. 
Behold the Lamb of God ; look to him till he have 
Mercy upon you: And ſooner or later, as ſurely 
as he is God's holy L- mb, he will be your Saviour 
and Redeemer, and you ſhall glorify him. 


All our Chriſtian Service and Worſhip is, Be- 
holding the Lamb. As formerly, if an Heathen who 
had heard of the Fame of the God of Jacob, and 
had travelled ſome thouſand Miles to Feruſalem to 
ſee their Worſhip, and was returned to his own 
Country, was aſked to give a Relation of all he 
ſaw, he could only have told what a multitude he 
ſaw together worſhipping, how the Pſalms were 
fung in pious Order, and how the Trumpets and 
Harps played with ſolemn Awfulneſs, while no 
Image, no Viſion appeared, no God ſhewed him- 
ſelf, nor any Similitude was to be ſeen as the Ob- 
ject of their pompous and grand Worſhip, but 
the Prieſts and People all furrounded an Altar, 
whereon a Lamb Jay bleeding or burning : Thus 
is it in our Days of Grace, when we meet to- 
gether, when we ſing or pray, we have no other 

bing in View, we turn in Faith to none elſe, 

but 


C- 


be to a 
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but to him, who is the Image of the inviſible God, 
the dying, bleeding and crucified Lamb. It is 

with us, as if we celebrated our daily or hourly _ 
Service on Mount Calvary, and compaſſed round 
about the Altar, whereon our Paſſover was lain 
and ſacrificed for us. Our Office is to be Prieſts 
to him, our white Ephods are his Righteouſneſs, 


our Robes are made white in his Blood; him we 
worſhip, him we preach, to him we ſing, to him 


we prep ; we will know him only, and are, and will 
| eternity, the inheritance and Worſhippers 

of him that was ſlain. Thoſe who have found Re- 

demption in his Blood, abide with him in white. 


and clean Linen, with Songs of everlaſting Joy; 


and ſuch as ſcek Salvation, look to him and pray 
and all have their Eyes and Heart faſtened on the 
Son of Man, the Lamb who takes away the Sin 
of the World, Sn x 


Thus John ſaw it in the New Jeruſalem above, 
all the Angels innumerable Hoſt, the Four full of 


Eyes, the Four-and-twenty upon Thrones, the 
Souls of the Martyrs under the Altar, the Virgins 
on AMAount Sion, and all the Company, which no 


Man could number, who ſtood round about the 


Throne, worſhipped and ſung, and fell down and 


adored and bleſſed the God and Lamb that fat 
thereon, whoſe Veſture was dipped in Blood, and 
who appeared as if he had been a Lamb ſlain. 
'They praiſed him on whom they had believed in 
the World, and who had loved them, and waſhed 
and made them clean from their Sins in his own 
Blood; and no one elſe was viſible, none elſe is 


ſeen of the Angels, or can be ſeen to all Eternity, 


but that God who is manifeſt in Fleſh, that May 
h 6 in 
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& jn whom dwelleth the whole Fulneſs of the Gods 
head bodily,” in whom the Father is revealed, and 
from whom, and in whoſe Name the Holy Ghoſt is 
known and glorified, that Lamb that was ſlain, he 
c that was dead and is alive again, and liveth for 
evermore. Out of the Perſon of Jeſus, God dwells 
in inacceſſible Light, whom no Man hath ſeen nor 
can ſee; but in his Face and in his Faith, the pure 
in Heart ſee God, even the Father, and live« 


Let us, dear Brethren ! only be ſolicitous then 
about ſeeing Jeſus; let our whole ſincere and ſeri- 
ous Aim be to believe in him, to look upon him in 
Faith, that we thereby may efcape the Danger of 
periſhing, and find eternal Life and the Kingdom 
of Heaven. Let us not forget that we live in a had 
World, in ſpiriual Egypt and Sodom, where alſo our 
Lord was crucified ; many, on all Sides, ſtill are of- 
fended with him, and others aſhamed to confeſs 
him for their God; the Profeſſors as well as Pro- 
phane, are diſpleaſed with our Manner of believiag 
on the Lamb. Let us not wonder, but paſs thro” 
among ſuch as eſteem the Preaching of his Croſs 
| Fooliſhneſs, and ſuch as deny the Lord that bought 
them, profeſſing before Heaven and Earth, and Hell, 
that we are the Diſciples of the Lamb of God, that 
we follow him, and will only and alone know and 
fet forth him till we die. Our Eyes ſhall be faſten- 
ed on him, we will look to him. in all Times of 
Need; we will praiſe and pray, looking to him eru- 
cified, till we behold the Lamb of God Face to Face 
in Heaven, where I pray him to haſten our Appear- 
ing, for his Blood's Sake! Amen, 


. 


